Scanning Slides with an ELS 


Slide scanners are available in all sorts and sizes, but if you 
want a reasonable level of quality they are rather expensive. 
Besides that, the average computer table is already crowded 
enough. Elsewhere in this issue, under the title ‘Illuminating 
Film’, there is a description of a converter for powering an 
electro-luminescent sheet (ELS), which is also referred to as 
a ‘backlight’ for an LC display. The quite bright, uniform white 
light produced by an ELS gave us the idea for the following 
experiment. 
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We took an ordinary flatbed scanner, a slide and an ELS to 
illuminate the slide. The result was surprisingly good. Natu- 
rally, it is not as convenient as a real slide scanner, but if you 
occasionally need to scan a slide and you don’t have such 
high demands in terms of quality, this is certainly a possible 
solution — particularly if you consider that with some luck 
such ELS backlights can be obtained at rock-bottom prices 
on computer fairs! 
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